
Synod_issues for St. Catherine’s  
 
WEEK 1 
 
Q1:  WHEN WE THINK OF “OUR CHURCH,” WHO IS HERE AND WHO IS NOT?  WHO IS LEFT OUT? 
 
Who is here.  St. Catherine’s is mostly white cradle Catholics, highly educated, middle- and 
upper-class, professional or academic.  Parishioners run the demographic gamut from single, 
young, married with family, middle-aged and older; there is a small population of non-white 
and non-heterosexual parishioners.  As the front page of every weekly Bulletin states, the 
parish welcomes all people regardless of present status in the Catholic Church, current family or 
marital situation, past or present religious affiliation, personal history, age, background, sexual 
orientation, gender, race, or color, regardless of one’s self-image or self-esteem.   

The majority of the staff, choir, members of Pastoral Council, and members of 
committees are women (no statistics available). 

Young Catholics at the two nearby colleges usually attend Mass at their college, but a 
small number of college-age people attend Mass here (no statistics available). 

Since COVID, the number of families and handicapped at Mass seems to have dropped 
(no statistics available).   
 
Who is left out, who is leaving, and why. 
 

Several respondents mentioned that the intellectual and liberal character of St. 
Catherine’s (which is valued by many parishioners) had made them or others feel left out, and 
mentioned that some people had moved to another parish on this account.   One said the 
parish was clique-ish. 

 
Left out:   

We cannot be sure whether this is due to the demographic of Tompkins County or to 
other reasons, such as a failure of outreach, but we received responses saying that the 
following are under-represented:  People of color and indigenous people, young people, single 
people, the elderly or people with health problems, homeless, disabled; the less educated; the 
excommunicated, divorcees and other marginalized people; millennials; priests and members 
of religious orders.  It is not clear whether these respondents were referring to our parish, the 
larger Church, or both 

 
Leaving/left:   

Families with kids, handicapped people, and some elderly and ill people have not been 
at Mass in person because of COVID, but this may be temporary.   
 
 
WEEK 2  (NOTHING SPECIFIC TO ST. CATHERINE’S) 
 
WEEK 3 (NOTHING SPECIFIC TO ST. CATHERINE’S) 



 
WEEK 4 
 
Q1:  IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE CELEBRATION OF THE MASS INSPIRE YOU, AND IN WHAT WAYS COULD IT BE MORE 

INSPIRING? 
 
What inspires us? Liturgy, homily, Eucharist, music, community (72).  The emotional 
atmosphere of the Mass at St. Catherine’s is festive, lively, spontaneous, peaceful, encouraging, 
comforting, and spirit-filled.  People love our church building and the opportunities for the 
congregation to participate.  During the pandemic, they appreciated the use of sign language to 
“sing” responses.  Many parishioners wrote about being inspired by the love and joy that Fr. Joe 
shows to others, by his community-building, by his homilies, and by the sense of sacred awe 
that he brings to the Mass. 
 
How the Mass could be more inspiring (37) (is this specific to St. Catherine’s?).  Suggestions 
for improvement are varied.  Some want more chant and other music from the Church’s vast 
musical tradition, as well as more Latin and Greek (as during Lent); others want more personal 
testimonies and witnessing by the laity, and lay people occasionally speaking from the pulpit.  
Some want to restore the bells during the Eucharistic Prayer, more sacred dancing, or more 
quiet time for reflection.  Some would like to see more young people and others who don’t 
usually serve in ministries such as lector and Eucharistic minister.   
 Several people want to learn more about the history of the Mass and its parts, and some 
want to learn how the earlier readings fit with the Gospel for each Mass.  Some want children 
to be able to see and understand the Mass better.  One person put it this way:  if more people 
understood more of the liturgy, particularly seeing the whole Mass as an extended prayer, then 
the Mass would be more inspiring.  A few respondents wanted Adult Faith programs at more 
convenient times. 
 One set of responses called for being more welcoming to visitors, such as giving them a 
small loaf of bread and asking them to return to our church.   
 
 
 
 


