
WEEK 4 

 

Q1:  IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE CELEBRATION OF THE MASS INSPIRE YOU, AND IN WHAT WAYS 

COULD IT BE MORE INSPIRING? 
 

What inspires:  Liturgy, homily, Eucharist, music, community (72).  Almost everyone is inspired 

by the liturgy:  the liturgy of the word, the music, and the presence of our entire community, 

including many young families, all of which is tied together by the Eucharist—a 2000 year 

history of celebrating the Last Supper.  The emotional atmosphere of the Mass at St. 

Catherine’s is festive, lively, spontaneous, peaceful, encouraging, comforting, and spirit-filled.  

People love our church building and the opportunities for the congregation to participate.  

During the pandemic, they appreciated the use of sign language to “sing” responses.  Many 

parishioners wrote about being inspired by the love and joy that Fr. Joe shows to others, by his 

community-building, by his homilies, and by the sense of sacred awe that he brings to the Mass. 

 

How the Mass could be more inspiring (37).  Suggestions for improvement are varied.  Some 

want more chant and other music from the Church’s vast musical tradition, as well as more 

Latin and Greek (as during Lent); others want more personal testimonies and witnessing by the 

laity, and lay people occasionally speaking from the pulpit.  Some want to restore the bells 

during the Eucharistic Prayer, more sacred dancing, or more quiet time for reflection.  A 

recurring theme is a desire for married and women priests. Some would like to see more young 

people and others who don’t usually serve in ministries such as lector and Eucharistic minister.  

Several respondents have a problem with the length of the Eucharistic prayer; others 

appreciate the entire ritual of the Mass, regardless.  

 Several people want to learn more about the history of the Mass and its parts, and some 

want to learn how the readings fit with the Gospel for each Mass.  Some want children to be 

able to see and understand the Mass better.  One person put it this way:  if more people 

understood more of the liturgy, particularly seeing the whole Mass as an extended prayer, then 

the Mass would be more inspiring. 

 One set of responses called for being more welcoming to visitors, such as giving them a 

small loaf of bread and asking them to return to our church.   

 

 

Q2:  WHAT WOULD MAKE YOU MORE CONFIDENT AND COMPETENT AS A LAY PERSON IN THE 

CHURCH? 
 

Education and catechesis (30).  Most participants want more adult faith formation (Note: St. 

Catherine’s has a very active Adult Faith Enrichment committee).  Parishioners want to learn 

more about the Bible, Jesus’ core teaching, church doctrine, Church history, and about the 

connection of these things to our lives outside the walls of the church.  Confusion about the 



concept of papal infallibility needs to be cleared up.  Some people call for more emphasis on 

God as a loving, forgiving God.  People want to learn how to explain our faith to others 

(apologetics, or theology). Some people want faith formation opportunities at more different 

times; and some want to be able to study at local theology/divinity schools.   

 

Two groups (12 people total) at the in-person session asked for “apprenticeship” training via 

our church, to learn while going forth and putting our faith into action.  We need more 

participatory activities in our church that have an impact on our community and provide on-

the-job leadership training and support to parishioners.  People asked for “more opportunities 

to serve.”  Others ask for more opportunities to build confidence by building more community 

within the parish (an acute need after two years of pandemic). 

 

Change within the Church (10):  Many women and men feel that the glass ceiling in the 

Catholic Church is way too low— “it is not possible [for me as a woman] to participate fully nor 

take co-responsibility in a Church that restricts membership in its hierarchy to males.” The 

Church should practice more of the inclusiveness taught by Jesus: “when non-Catholics 

condemn the Church for” [its non-inclusiveness], “I don’t know what to say.”  Many attendees 

advocate for married priests and for women deacons (even priests).  Others want a Church 

whose leaders inspire more confidence, and who engage more in interfaith exchange.  Some 

want the Church to communicate in clearer, plainer, less mystifying language (the language of 

the synod documents online being an egregious example).  Some want more direction from 

bishops on helping the poor, oppressed, lost, sick and marginalized, rather than “abortion 

fundamentalism.” 
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