
St. Catherine’s Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
September 13, 2022 

 
Attended by: Dotsevi Sogah, Tom Dunn, Diane Bradac, Fr. Joe, and Jen Kusznir 
 
Note: Before the meeting started, it was realized that there was no quorum. So, Fr. Joe made calls 
to a few people but no one else came. It was, however, decided to proceed with the discussions of 
the issues on the agenda, recognizing that any decisions made might not be binding on the PC.   
 
1. Volunteer Recorder 
Fr. Joe introduced Jennifer Kusznir as a new member of the PC. In absence of Mary Hutchens, 
Jen volunteered to do the recording. 
 
2. Opening Prayer and Faith Sharing: Dotse 
 
3. Approval of June minutes: The June minutes were not approved because there wasn’t a 
quorum.  
 
4. Comments on status of new memberships and election of Vice-Chair: Parish Council is still 
short by at least two members. The group discussed personally inviting people to join.  Fr. Joe 
agreed to reach out and see if people are interested. He also suggested going through the parish 
directory to identify potential candidates. 
Suggested Members: Bonita Davis (nominated by Sue and Diane and supported by Dotse); Matt 
Reiter. (Note: After the meeting, Jay Williams was suggested as a potential candidate.) 
 
Election of Vice Chair: No election was conducted because of lack of quorum. However, Art 
DeGaetano was suggested as a good candidate. Dotse to reach out to see if he is interested. 
 
Youth Membership: Father Joe to reach out to Everett to see if he is still interested in participating 
in the Council. 
 
5. Sign-up of Prayer Leaders for Future Prayer Meetings: Postponed to next meeting. Dotsevi 
to send out an email asking everyone if they are still willing to serve on the Council and also ask 
people to sign up for the month in which they can lead the prayer. Diane Bradac volunteered to 
lead the prayer in October. 
 
6. Review of 2022/23 Meeting Schedule: Below are the suggested changes.  

• October (10/17/22): No change of date. Review Committees and consider whether to 
restructure/reorganize. Determine where there are gaps or overlap. Develop goals for 
committees; determine liaisons for Committees 

• November (11/21/22): No change of date. Father Joe to reserve large room for the open 
meeting. 

• December (12/19/22): No change of date. 

• January (new date): Date changed to 01/09/23, the 2nd Monday of the month to avoid 
holiday. 

• February (new date): Date changed to 02/13/23, the 2nd Monday of the month to avoid 
school break 

• March (new date): Meeting with Committee Chairs moved from June to March, 03/20/23  



• April (04/17/23): No change of date 

• May (05/15/23): No change of date 

• June (new date): Date changed to 06/12/23. Proposed Volunteer Appreciation Night 
sponsored by the Parish Council.   

 
The group discussed whether to have a more formal recognition of volunteers, including 
certificate/awards. It was suggested that if we did then it should be in June. 
 
7. Discussion of PC Goals for 2022/23: 
A considerable amount of time was spent discussing how to use the results of the survey. 
 
Council Goals/Survey Responses 
1. Extend Hospitality/Outreach to parishioners who have not returned 
2. Strengthen Youth Programs 
3. Rebuild Parishioner Connections and Relationships 
4. Assist St. Catherine’s in meeting day to day operational needs/parish staff support 
5. Transparency of Parish Finances: Dotsevi to email the Finance Council to handle this. 
 
The group discussed possible changes to the existing committees and agreed that this should be 
discussed at the October meeting. It was felt that to adequately address the top key survey 
findings the current committees and ministries that fall under the PC may have to be reorganized. If 
we decide to do this then the parish will have to be informed. 
 
8. Father Joe’s update and comments 

• Fr. Joe mentioned the article on the Diocese bankruptcy which appeared in the most recent 
Catholic Courier. He explained that there are two lawsuits, one against the Diocese and the 
other against the parishes. All the parishes have come together to hire a lawyer to protect 
their interests. 

• St. Catherine’s has hired a Pastoral Care Associate, Karen Webb. She will be charged with 
working with the various committees/ministries to rebuild parishioner relationship and 
connections, among other responsibilities. He emphasized that this is NOT Pastoral 
Associate, which is a very different position with very different responsibilities. 

 
9. People to be thanked in the bulletin  
Ministry Fair organizers 
 
10. Other Matters 
Dotse wanted to know how to handle reports from certain entities that obtained prior approval from 
the PC to work on certain issues, such as the Sustainability Committee. Fr. Joe responded that the 
PC should handle them as something for information only and leave it as such. 
 
11. Closing Prayer: Dotse 
12. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 pm 


