
 
Minutes 

St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 
Monday, October 14, 2019  

7:00 p.m., Conference Room, Parish Center 
 

Present: Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Tom O’Toole (Secretary), Ben Boynton, Diane Bradac, Mary 
Crosley, Dan Doyle, Tom Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Mary Hutchens, Susan Hyatt, Mary Kay LaLonde, 
Jonathan Lunine, Paul Reyes 
 
Absent: Fritz Bernstein 
 
Excused: Dotsevi Sogah, Trish Burgess, Rosanne Colangelo  
 

I.  7:00-7:11      Prayer and Reflection (Tom O’Toole) 
 

II.  7:12   Approval of Minutes 
First: Susan Hyatt 

     Second: Mary Kay LaLonde  
 

III. 7:15-7:45   Q & A with Parish Staff: Patricia Sipple, Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry 
Patricia is responsible for coordinating and supporting various 
parish ministries and programs.  Principal volunteer recruitment 
events are the two ministry fairs that Patricia coordinates each 
year.  These are opportunities for ministries to share what they do, 
and what events/programs are coming up. These fairs are also an 
opportunity to learn what ministries/programs at St. Catherine’s 
might be of service to them.  
 
Jonathan Lunine noted that, this year, the rug sale was held at the 
same time as the Ministry Fair, which seemed to prevent people 
from bringing refreshments into the Ministry Fair and socializing 
with each other. Father Joe and Patricia noted that this is simply a 
timing issue insofar as the Ministry Fair has to be held at a time 
when Faith Formation is not in session.  Patricia noted that one 
challenge with the Ministry Fair is Saturday evening, which yields a 
very small turnout.  Steve Jesch asked whether it might be useful to 
have a member of the Pastoral Council be present at the Ministry 
Fair.  Patricia felt that it might be helpful to have a Pastoral Council 
staff a table where parishioners can ask questions or share 
feedback.  Gigi Galanthay asked about the distinction between the 
Youth Faith Formation Fair and the Ministry Fair.  Patricia 
responded that the August event is an opportunity for families to 
enroll in Youth Faith Formation in person, and, by winter, while 
Ashley Blank still attends, there is a smaller turnout for enrollment 
in Youth Faith Formation.    



Patricia discussed how the Time and Talent surveys are used to 
collect data on parishioner engagement interests and skills.  Mary 
Crosley asked whether we remind parishioners to submit updated 
surveys periodically in the event their engagement interests or skills 
might change.  Tom O’Toole asked whether any segments of the St. 
Catherine’s community are underrepresented in survey responses.  
Patricia noted that younger age groups seem underrepresented, 
but Ashley has addressed this by incorporating the survey into the 
Confirmation preparation process.   
 
Steve Jesch asked whether there is anything Pastoral Council can do 
to be supportive.  Patricia noted that the thank yous in the bulletins 
are really important, in terms of publicly recognizing volunteers for 
their work.  Patricia also appreciated the “empowerment” mindset 
that Pastoral Council and the BE Team were advocating for.  Steve 
clarified that Patricia is not tasked with developing ideas for new 
ministries/programs, but overseeing ministries/programs, and 
asked where ideas for new ministries/programs come from.  
Patricia remarked that ideas for ministries/programs are generated 
by parishioners, but she can also help identify volunteers to staff 
these ministries/programs.    

 
IV. 7:50-7:55  BE Team Update/Parish-Wide Read of Confident and Competent  

Steve Jesch updated Pastoral Council on the work of the BE Team 
and the results of the empowerment sessions that had recently 
been held at St. Catherine’s.  Now, the work of the BE Team will 
involve coming up with concrete action plans to implement some of 
the feedback received during the empowerment sessions.  The 
general feeling of the BE Team was that they needed additional 
strategy sessions to finalize implementation plans.  Ultimately, 
however, the BE Team will turn this work on developing an 
empowered laity over to Pastoral Council.  Steve noted that one of 
the challenges of the BE Team was the use of the word 
“empowerment.” What the BE Team would like to inspire 
parishioners to enact ministries at both St. Catherine’s and in the 
broader community that would reflect the Catholic faith.  Steve 
raised the possibility of a parish-wide read of Confident and 
Competent.  This would involve getting the book printed, since it is 
out of print, distributing to the parish, and then hosting several 
discussion sessions on the book.  The read would culminate in a 
visit and book discussion by the author. Diane Bradac noted that 
this book is ideal for a parish-wide read because it is short and 
there are reflective ideas that conclude each chapter.  Steve, Diane, 
and Mary Crosley have assumed responsibility for spearheading 
this project.   



Tom O’Toole raised a concern about printing copies in light of the 
Pastoral Council’s “paperless” initiative.  Gigi Galanthay noted that 
a digital version might cut down on the number of readers.  
Jonathan Lunine suggested keeping a few copies “on reserve” in 
the Parish Center, and then putting a digital copy on the website.   

 
V. 7:55-8:14  Promoting Environmental Stewardship/Assign Sub-Committee  

Steve Jesch suggested that we should draft a bulletin 
announcement about the Pastoral Council’s Environmental 
Stewardship initiative, and going “paperless.”  Our job as Pastoral 
Council would be to form a subcommittee of what this would look 
like, and then turn the work over to a dedicated ministry that 
would assume responsibility for this work.  This would involve 
meeting to brainstorm ideas, writing a bulletin article, and then 
soliciting volunteers for the committee.  Ben Boynton, Mary 
Crosley, and Jonathan Lunine volunteered to be members of this 
subcommittee.  

 
VI. 8:14-8:24   Parish Representative to Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance  

The Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance has asked for a contact at St. 
Catherine’s to serve as a representative whom they can call upon in 
the event they need support/resources from the St. Catherine’s 
community. Mary Kay LaLonde asked whether we can simply 
piggyback on the Human Services Coalition listserve to get word 
out on acute needs.  Tom O’Toole noted that it was about both 
getting the word out on acute needs and ensuring that St. 
Catherine’s parishioners are aware/educated on the work of the 
Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance.  Mary Hutchens volunteered to serve as 
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council representative to the Ithaca 
Sanctuary Alliance.   

 
VII. 8:24-8:40  Updates from Father Joe  

Father Joe shared a video from the Diocese on the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal.  Father Joe put a freeze on spending by staff in 
September.  Weekly collections have declined, which will 
necessitate a broader push to ensure we meet the parish meets our 
Catholic Ministries Appeal goal.  We did significantly pay down the 
loan on the Parish Center.  About $78K worth of pledges left to 
come in, with many parishioners who pledged yet to meet any of 
their pledge commitments.  Jonathan Lunine noted that there were 
two messages on the video that he felt would resonate with 
parishioners: 1) we are not Catholic because of particular priests, 
we are Catholic because of our faith, and 2) the perspectives of the 
laity presented in the video.   
 
 



Eric Clay and Judge Riley approached local clergy to solicit space for 
parents whose children have been taken from them to meet for 
supervised visitations. Father Joe asked Pastoral Council to pray on 
this issue, and will revisit in the next meeting.  

 
VIII. 8:40-8:41  Review Comment Cards  

No comment cards from last month.  
 

IX. 8:41-8:45  Bulletin Thanks 
Patricia Sipple, Ruth Doyle, Amy Germain ,Bryant Blank and all 
those involved in organizing the Ithaca Mobile Pack.  
 
All parishioners who were involved in putting on the pancake 
breakfast.   
 
All parishioners who volunteered at the pasta dinner at All Saints.  
 
Craig Murray for maintaining the dog watering station.    
 
All parishioners who brought pets to be blessed.  

 
X. 8:45   Closing Prayer  

   
 
 
  


