
YMAB Adult Meeting – 9/10/18 

Goal  

• Conversation about how to discuss the Priest Abuse Scandal with the youth. 

• Setting a time and questions for a Parent Conversation Gathering about the Priest Abuse 

Scandal. 

 

In attendance  

• Adriana Cardenas  

• Andrew Germain 

• Kathleen Murphy 

• Pamela Meyerhofer 

• Scott Doyle  

• Susan Durnford 

• Kerry Curran 

• Jeannie Moseley 

• Sarah Bernstein 

• Jen Kushner 

• Larry Bonassar 

• Linda Galanthay 

• Ashley Blank 

• Fr. Joe Marcoux 

• Ann Marie Eckert 

Looking over the session that was designed to address this issue: 

• Different learning styles.  

• Writing the questions down might really be helpful 

• Giving the parents the option to opt-out is good. 

• It may take multiple weeks for children to have questions and this is going to be playing out for a 

long time. 

• We know this is going to be a long-term issue. 

• There needs to be a long-term process for everyone – kids and parents 

• The faith-mentors will be with the Middle Schoolers at least once a month – and hopefully those 

adults can be a great resource to the small group they are working with. Trusted adults they can 

talk to – in addition to their parents. 

• The session that we are looking at will be a start to a conversation – but certainly not the end. 

• Perhaps making a question/answer box for YM could help kids ask questions.  

• There are at least two MSYM sessions that address hierarchy and struggles with faith – so these 

sessions in particular seem to be opportunities for youth to talk. 

• Like the part of the session about boundaries.  



• If we are going to name the problem, what is the problem? How would we name a problem that 

the Church as a whole can’t really name the problem.  

o One of the things that is so insidious, and infuriating is that you had individuals who 

were undermining the faith and personness of children – and a church that let that 

happen.  

o You are creation of God, you are holy – you have a right to be safe and to be protected 

and advocate for themselves. (This is separate from how do we help young people come 

to trust the faith when we are in such a terrible place.)  

o Start by outlining what you can do and should do to be protected. 

• MS and HS have different questions. MS’s response was “they are human.” HS were more 

concerned about their safety 

• Parents – Why do we stay Catholic? (Making sure we don’t make those who stay to be holier 

than those who leave – because some who leave are very faithful.) 

• Why should you be confirmed – when you are grappling with it? Should you wait or go forward? 

• No one is going to think anything bad about you if you decide not to be confirmed.  

• Trying to meet them where they are – and we don’t know how to know if we don’t ask them.  

We need to survey them. 

• It might be good for them to hear from the adults in the room about why the adults in this room 

choose to stay. This might also be something for the parents to respond to their children – why 

do they choose to stick with the faith? 

• If we are going to take ownership of this – being an example and being in the fray 

• The church values them and is invested in them.  

• The parishioners are anxious to protect them.  

• Protection is the first piece – it is paramount. It is the most important thing we believe.  

• We don’t know what our own kids are thinking – so we must ask them.  

• For those just starting MS – they are young and very different from the older kids. It is hard for 

them to come on board and having them have this session right at the beginning is a little hard 

for the younger ones.  

• There is a really wide spectrum of where they kids are at 12-13.  

• It is really important but I don’t want it to be the whole of their MS YM experience. They see 

youth ministry as a place of good. 

• Is there a way to see the positive side to this – we can make some noise as a parish around this. 

They could write letter, demonstrate, be a part of the solution. Spelling out “change” in the 

lawn.  

• The exposure in entertainment, politics, and clergy – they are all the same movement. #timesup 

• Maybe if the MSers know that WE as adults are doing something, that will help them process 

this as well. What are you going to do for us? (they may be asking.)  

• Do we want to ask them what they know – privately – and then talk about it in small groups? 

• You might want them to do a reflection sheet prior to needing to talk about it – homework or 

otherwise, so that the adults can prepare for their responses.  

• Really important that we acknowledge that we as a church really failed – but that we focus on 

dignity and that there is a way that we can respond and get help.  



• Because we are a part of whole church, we can say that kids have been hurt (even if it hasn’t 

happened here) 

• Educating them about their protection is important – because they are in sports, and scouting 

and church, and, and, and… So their protection is important because they are vulnerable 

everywhere. 

• We need to give them the tools to respond to situations in their own life-  empower them and 

empower them to help others.  

• I would be more inclined to ask them what they are feeling rather than what you know. I don’t 

want to instill fear in them. Perhaps we can break them into groups depending on how they are 

feeling about it. Let the kids the power to decide how they feel about it. Perhaps the reflection 

questionnaire ahead of time will help us to put them in small groups.  

• The session is too long for one MS session. You are created in God’s image is one session. It is 

the core of our understanding of life and dignity. Their safety can be a second session. The 

church scandal can be a third.  

• We could so the first part of the session on as a part of the Session on the 23rd, and the 

protection part on the 30th. The 30th will include a parent opt out and a copy of the session. 

• We would like to have a summary of the responses that can be sent to the parents and team.  

• It would be important to have positive role models for being Catholic – and that is a good part of 

the Chosen program.  

• There is a service component (work of mercy) that they will be involved in and they can see the 

good work that is done by Catholics within the community/world.  

• It is hard to get 13 year olds to not see the imperfections of institutions and to want to distance 

themselves from those institutions – and it is harder to do so in this situation – so it is an uphill 

climb in good situations.  

• Good examples of people who are sticking with the church and are raising their voices. We need 

to highlight those people as well.  

• Perhaps we can give some feedback to the Bishop about the Sacramental guidelines. Perhaps 

we need to do what is right for our kids regardless of the diocesan guidelines.  

• We can’t plan the second and third conversation until we have the first one, so we need to 

prepare for the first conversation and then take it from there.  

• We should follow where their questions lead.  

• Is there a mechanism for parents to check in with you (Ashley) about how their kids are doing?  

• Ashley is affirmed for her responsiveness.  

• Starting with the two lessons is a good idea. If we need to go beyond those two lessons, we will, 

and we will respond as is needed. The curriculum is flexible and doesn’t necessarily build on 

itself, so we can postpone or replace any session if needed. 

• Reflection questionnaire needs to be anonymous.  

• The youth have been directing the MS programming and helping us to re-shape it.  

• The YMAB meeting is a good chance for us to check in with our kids about how we are doing 

addressing this situation in MS and HS. The young people will give us good feedback. 

• We can also look at the session that we are covering and see where there are opportunities for 

us to address issues for within already planned sessions. 



• We have a whole group of young people who are prepared already for confirmation but who 

won’t receive the sacrament for a school year. We need to help them address their preparation 

for a sacrament within the situation we are in. 

• Not sure if we want our daughter to hear what happened to kids here at Church. We want her 

to know how to protect her – but not necessarily all the bad things that have happened in the 

Church. She is looking for membership in something good.  

• The Church cover-up is the worst thing for some kids – if they wouldn’t respond in a positive 

way to protect children.  

• There are whole lessons on ethics that come into play – covering their institution at the expense 

of people. At some point you will be in charge of things and you will have to make decisions 

about what you do when you are in charge. This also happens in their own life-  on the swim 

team and other places where they don’t act to protect one person because it is better for the 

“team.”  

• Spiritual vs religious. Is it about the church, the institution, God? The Chosen program helps 

them deal with the question of spiritual vs. religious.  

• We may have a situation where the young people want to react and respond. How do we share 

their ideas?  

• Kingdom builders sessions – this time in particular can give them a chance to respond if they 

want to.  

• The young people will also see that the adults of the parish are acting and talking and looking to 

respond in a positive way. Hopefully they young people will also respond – in conjunction with 

the adult and on their own.  

• We would love to have the young people put something in the bulletin  

• First week – community building. Survey at the end of that session? Second session – made in 

the image and likeness of God. Third Session is about boundaries.  

• The survey questions will happen on the 16th. We will have a YMAB meeting on the 23rd and can 

look at those results and act on them for the 30th. 

o Ashley will send out the possible questions for review/approval this week, so they can 

be handed out to youth and answered at the end of the session on the 16th.  We will use 

their answers to put them into small groups for the 30th. 

o Ashley will also send out the opt out letter to families at the end of the session on the 

16th, so we know who is not going to participate on the 23rd, 30th, or both? 

 

Listening session for adults 

• 2-3 questions that can help parents talk about how they are feeling, how they are handling 

something, or be affirmed in their own experience.  

o Parents, how are you doing?  

o Have you talked to your children – what have you said? If not, why not?  

• It can involve organically – but that is a good starting place.  

• Including it in the bulletin and what the two questions are so that they know what will be talked 

about will be important so people will know what the focus of the discussion is.  



• Naming it as a conversation instead of a listening session – a conversation / dialogue so that 

people know that we are a looking for exchange and interaction.  

• Parents need to deal with our own feelings, so we don’t dump our own experiences on them. 

And that we are dealing with this with a fully developed brain.  

• Jeannie – has a beautiful poem that she will share with you that might be a good start to the 

meeting.  

• September 23 from 4-5:30 p.m. for a parent conversation  


