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Faith Formation Family Goals 

1. Weekly celebration of the Mass with the parish family. 

2. Regular family prayer in the home. 

3. Regular family participation in Faith Formation 

4. Ongoing family service; conversations about peace and justice in the world at home. 
 

Contact Information 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ashley Blank, Coordinator of Faith Formation, at 

ashley.blank@dor.org or 257-2493.  My office hours are Monday through Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00am-

5:00pm.  My days off for the week are Thursday and Saturday.  Communication is vital to me to run a successful 

program, which is why I will return a call or e-mail generally within a day or two. 

Sunday Sessions 

The diocese requires that faith formation meet for a total of 30 or more hours a year.  Sessions are for an hour 

(10:15am-11:15am) on Sundays. Our first class session will begin on September 16, 2018. The last session for the year 

will be on June 23, 2019. Besides our normal faith formation classes, we have the following “special events:”  

•  “Ask Father Joe” takes place approximately once every other month. Fr. Joe visits the rooms and the children 

can ask Father Joe questions about himself, our faith, or teachings.  This is a fun time for the kids to get to 

know our much beloved pastor.   

• Whole Group Sessions take place every other month for grades 1-6. These sessions are geared toward 

teaching about a particular church holiday, social teaching, or saint.  The Coordinator of Faith Formation, 

Ashley Blank, plans and teaches these sessions.  Families are always welcome to join us for any of our Whole 

Group Sessions 

Attendance: 

Regular attendance at Faith Formation classes is essential for your child’s understanding of the Catholic  

faith and their growth in their relationship to God. In order for your child’s faith to flourish and grow, however, Faith 

Formation classes are not enough. Weekly attendance at Saturday night or Sunday morning Mass is vital. We urge you 

to make this a priority. 
 

Communication 

An e-mail containing information about the following Sunday’s session is usually sent weekly via email. Once a month, a 

faith formation newsletter and calendars for the current month and next month are sent via email. These are the 

primary ways that Ashley Blank, Coordinator of Faith Formation, communicates with families. Additional information 

and reminders are also placed in the bulletin about youth ministry events and other parish-wide events. The bulletin is 

available each week at Church, as an email on Mondays, and on the website. All families are encouraged to read the 

bulletin.  

Curriculum/Classroom Structure 

At St. Catherine of Siena, we have adopted Be My Disciples through RCL Benziger.  This is an approved 1st-6th grade 

curriculum through the Diocese of Rochester and this will be our first year using this curriculum for our Children’s 

Faith Formation program. This series offers engaging lessons that lead young disciples to higher levels of moral 

thinking and a deeper initiation into a life of prayer. Through exploration, discovery, and decision-making, children are 

invited to accept the challenge to follow Jesus and learn and practice the skills needed to be active disciples. Each 

class will have one or two catechists.   
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Parent Assistant  

It is required that parents sign up to be an assistant for at least one of the faith formation sessions during 

the year, for each of their children.  Parents are always the first teachers of their children, and this is especially 

true within their religious education and formation.  We strongly believe that a faith formation program is only 

successful with the assistance and support of an involved parent. We will make the sign-up lists readily available to 

ensure you have access to sign up.  These sign-ups are now available on the parish website, under the Faith Formation 

tab.  Sign-ups will also be available at the Faith Formation Fairs and Ashley Blank, Coordinator of Faith Formation, will 

send out the sign-up links periodically via e-mail. 
 

Emergency Closings 

If faith formation sessions are cancelled due to weather, Ashley will send out an e-mail, if possible. Additionally, News 

10 will be contacted with the closing. 
 

Arrival/Dismissal of Children 

EXPECTATIONS FOR CHILDREN 

1. Children arrive early! Faith Formation sessions begin promptly at 10:15am and end at 11:15am. 

2. Children will remain in entrance of the Parish Center prior to Faith Formation sessions unless under supervision by a 

catechist/assistant in the child’s regular classroom. 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR PARENTS 

1. Parents and/or older siblings of 1st through 3rd grade students are expected to pick up their child(ren) at the 

child’s room for the following reasons: 

a. for the safety of the child 

b. to keep in touch with catechists and/or assistants 

c. to get parent information (bulletins, announcements, schedules, etc.) 

2. Parents of children in 4th through 6th grades are welcome to wait for their children in the foyer of the Parish 

Center or right outside the doors of the Parish Center. 

3. Please do not enter the classrooms at the end of the session until the doors are open for each classroom.  We don’t 

want to interrupt the children while they finish up a session or praying. 
 

Children’s Books 

Each child will receive a student book which they will use throughout this school year.  It is up to the Catechist of 

each grade level to determine if they would like their students to take home their student books each week or if they 

will stay at the parish center.   
 

Food and/or Snacks 

We understand that the children of our parish may get hungry during their faith formation session. Unfortunately, we 

will NOT be providing snacks and drinks to our Children’s Faith Formation participants because we found it too 

disruptive to the little time we are able to meet and due to children with food allergies. During some weekends, once a 

month, the parish hosts a Social Hour, the children will have snack provided in their classrooms. Parents are welcome 

to send their child to their sessions with a snack and drink if they feel their child will need one.  We do ask that if you 

send your child(ren) with a snack, please make sure it is peanut-free, so we can keep our environment safe for any of 

our children with this allergy. 
 

Bathrooms 

If one of our children in grades 1-3 need to use the restroom, they will be accompanied by the classroom assistant. 

This assistant has completed a background check and Creating a Safe Environment (CASE) training. The assistant will 

walk with the child to the bathroom and will stand outside of the bathroom door to ensure safety to and from the 

bathroom facilities. Fourth through sixth grade students will be allowed to walk to and from the bathrooms on their 

own. 
 

 

 

 

 



Behavior Expectations 

We have been very fortunate here at St. Catherine of Siena because the children who attend Faith Formation classes 

are usually very well behaved and respectful. However, on occasion, a student may experience difficulties with 

behavior. 
 

Our Expectations: 

 1. All students are expected to be respectful of our volunteer catechists/assistants, parents, and all other 

 students. 

2. All students should come prepared and ready to participate. 
 

Our Consequences 

1. Catechist will talk to the child(ren) first and give them a warning.  They will also make the Coordinator of Faith 

Formation, Ashley Blank, aware of the situation. 

2. After the initial warning, the child will meet with the Coordinator of Faith Formation. 

3. After the 2nd warning, the child(ren)’s parents will be contacted. 

4. After parent contact, if disruptive behavior continues, the parents will be asked to sit in on classes with their 

child or have their children participate in the Home Study program. 


