
 
 

Minutes 
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 

Wednesday, January 3, 2018 
7:00 p.m., Conference Room, Parish Center 

  
Present:  Madeline LaRocca, Richard Hemming, Joseph Babcock (Chair), Nicole Carrier-Titi, 
Dotsevi Soga, Alejandro Santana, Tom Dunn, Fr. Joe Marcoux, Mary Crosley, Diane Bradac, 
Steve Jesch (Vice Chair), Gigi Galanthay, Sally Ramirez 
Excused: Tom O’Toole (Secretary) 
Absent: Kristen Campagnolo, Jose Martinez 
 
1. Prayer and reflection: Dotsevi  
 
2. Survey project  
Gigi, Nicole, and Tom incorporated changes suggested from suggestions from previous PC 
meeting.  PC read the new document and made wording suggestions.  Gigi will incorporate the 
changes and ask Jane Bonnasar to help with wordsmithing. We would like to have this done by 
the April Ministry Fair.  Fr. Joe suggested using Survey Monkey as a way to distribute the survey 
and incorporate a kink it to the parish web page.  We will ask Jane Bonnasar for help with this 
as well. 
 
The following action plan was suggested, based upon the discussion:  
a. Update of current status: The survey will be updated from the suggestions given by the PC.  

b. Method of distribution:  The best method for distribution was not settled.   One idea was to 
fill it out during Mass.  However, given the length of the survey – which would take 5-10 
minutes to fill out – makes this method unfeasible.  Making it available on-line would allow for 
parishioners adequate time, but might mean a lower response rate.  We might make it available 
at the ministry fair in April.  This method might lead to a higher percentage response rate, but 
will only reach those parishioners who attend. 

c. PC’s use of resulting information/data. At this moment, it is unclear how this data will be 
evaluated or used by the PC.  The decision was made to go ahead with the survey, then decide 
what to do with the information once it has been collected. 

d. Assignments of roles in the process.  Roles will be assigned once the data has been collected 
and evaluated. 
 
3. Discussion and decision on how to follow up with Committee chairs and to restructure 
future meetings to increase effectiveness.   Given the amount of time that was spend 
discussing the survey, this agenda item was not discussed and will be tabled until the February 
meeting. 
 
4. Father Joe’s comments  

• Fr. Joe has started celebrating Mass every month at Kendal.  



• The new Director of Finance has offered a position of book keeper to an individual, but 
not it has not been accepted yet. 

• The CME letter that was sent to the parishioners was successful. However, the parish is 
60% of our goal.  The CME is due May 1. 

• Christmas Masses were full. Overflow seating was utilized in Mahler Hall.   Numbers for 
4 Masses: 600 for 4 pm Mass; 300 for 7 pm Mass; 450 for Midnight Mass; 250 for 10:30 
am Mass 

• The new sound system has been paid for, but not installed.  

• Increase in amount of end-of-year gifts and Unite! campaign 

• Discovering Christ program will begin Jan. 30.  50 people already registered (room for 60 
more) 

• There has been no significant change in collection since the installation of the collection 
boxes at church entrances. 

 
5. Strategic discussion of ways that PC membership can play a larger and more active role 
within the parish.  
Diane suggested that each PC member could adopt a committee and serve as a liaison.  This 
would be easier than joining a committee.  However, Richard and Dotsevi suggested that the PC 
may not need to play a larger role in individual committee.   Given that the PC plays an advisory 
role, direct involvement in any committee as a PC representative would present a conflict.  That 
is, it might have the effect of the PC inserting itself into the affairs of a committee, which might 
affect the functioning of that committee, and might not be an effective way to understand the 
needs of the parish.  An alternative would be to have occasional Town Hall Meeting, in which 
the PC can get the pulse of the parish.  On the other hand, since all the committees serve under 
the PC, we need to know what they need.  Since we already meet with committee chairs twice 
a year, we are kept informed of their needs. Mary volunteered to make a list of committee 
needs to the PC, which we could use to create agenda items to discuss at meetings.  
 
6. PC regular business 

a. Thanks Yous: 

All volunteers who decorated for Mass.  Liturgy committee for the Advent themes. Music 
ministry.  Technology connections for the Mass.  Christmas Pageant (Jaymee Miller) Sarah 
Bernstein, Jerry Miller manger display.  Middle school and High school volunteers who 
decorated wreaths and sold flowers.  St Catherine’s Water Walkers .  Giving Tree. Those 
who donated coats for the Share the Warmth campaign. 

b. How to encourage Catholic Ministries appeal participation.   

c. Review and answer suggestion box notes  

• Spread bulletins more evenly.   

• Coat rack.  Now have one in the restroom alcove.   
d. Moved May 14 meeting (Confirmation) to May 15 
 
Adjournment and closing prayer  
Next Meeting: February 12 – Prayer: Steve  


