
Minutes  
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 
Monday, September 17, 2018 
7:00 p.m., Conference Room, Parish Center 
 
Present: Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Tom O’Toole (Secretary), Joseph Babcock, 
Fritz Bernstein, Ben Boynton, Diane Bradac, Rosanne Colangelo, Mary Crosley, Dan 
Doyle, Tom Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Susan Hyatt, Dotsevi Sogah 
 
Excused: Jose Martinez, Sally Ramirez-Warren, Madeline LaRocca  
 
I. 7:00 – 7:10 Introductions & Welcome New Members 
  
II. 7:10 – 7:20 Prayer and reflection: Steve 
 
III. 7:20 – 7:30 Ice Breaker 
 
Steve facilitated an icebreaker activity that asked PC members to reflect on the identity of St. 
Catherine’s as a parish (active, caring, generous, inclusive, joyful, loving, welcoming were all words 
members linked to the identity of St. Catherine’s).   
 
Joseph: Many Catholic churches are in decline across the country; how can we share the identity 
that has made St. Catherine’s successful with other parishes?  
 
Mary: Promote activities through Area Congregations Together (ACT), which is a local inter-faith 
forum for collaborative initiatives.  
 
Roseanne: How can college students be leveraged to spread the identity of St. Catherine’s in their 
communities?  Tom agreed, and suggested we develop an “ambassador program” for St. 
Catherine’s youth who go to College and need seed funding to develop a service project in their 
college/university communities aligned with the values/identity of St. Catherine’s.  
 
IV. 7:30 – 7:50 Pastoral Council Goals for 2018-19 – Parish Identity & Transition 
 
Steve: The reason for reflecting on our identity as a parish is because Father Joe is halfway through 
his second six-year term.   A priest cannot serve for more than two terms in one parish. Thus, Father 
Joe is going to be reassigned in three years, and St. Catherine’s will be assigned a new pastor.   
 
When Father Mike died, PC wrote a letter to the Bishop describing the values/identity of St. 
Catherine’s and advocating for the type of pastor we wanted. We are therefore confronted with 
significant changes in parish leadership and administration over the next few years, and this is 
something that PC can play a leadership role in addressing.   
 
Joseph: leadership around this transition will have to emanate from PC; how can we serve as lay 
leaders, in terms of managing things that we have not been traditionally been managing/been 
involved in?  



 
Steve: If we know what our identity is, and we know what our key ministries are, we need to 
consider ministries that are run through St. Catherine’s that we do not want to lose.  We as a PC 
should think of ways to bring our parish together to think about continuity/transitional issues.   
 
1) Review Strategic Plan 
 
2) Review Survey Results 
(i) Presentation by Mike Redlin 
 
Steve: Mike Redlin collected data similar to the PC survey from the Discovering Christ program.  He 
has offered to share his insights with PC.  
 
3) Invite committee chairs 
 
Steve: Should continue to invite committee chairs to give a presentation to PC on their activities 
and needs.   
 
Joseph: There was some concern about breaking committee meetings up into smaller groups.   
 
Gigi: There was some discussion last year regarding an “adopt a ministry” initiative where PC 
members would check in on various ministries and report back to the full PC.   
 
Tom: Suggested prioritizing meeting with committees whose work covers spaces identified as 
important in the PC survey.  
 
Steve: Perhaps start these meetings as early as November.  
 
4) List of Ministries in Parish 
 
5) Identify Lay Leaders in Parish  
 
6) Parish Book Read 
 
Father Joe-“Confident and Competent Lay Leadership.”  How the Second Vatican Council shaped 
what the role of the layperson is in the community.  Considering using for parish book read.   
 
7) Transition to Lay Leadership 
 
Steve: What are ways that we as a parish community can take more active leadership roles in the 
church?   
 
 
 
 
 



V. 7:50 – 8:05 Feedback/Reflections from Listening Session on Clergy Abuse  
 
Diane: We have to do more feedback/reflection sessions on this issue.  Really helpful, but need to 
keep doing it to fully explore parishioner feelings on clergy abuse.  Suggested generating a list of 
good therapists, not associated with the Catholic Church, to help those who have been abused deal 
with their experiences.   
 
Gigi: In Youth Faith Formation, for the next several weeks, sessions will be held for youth that will 
give them an opportunity to share their feelings on clergy abuse.  Ashley is also running a series of 
meetings for parents and catechists on clergy abuse.   
 
Joseph: People need to understand the nature and extent of clergy abuse—historical vs. acute 
abuse issues, before escalating concerns.   
 
Father Joe: Will have a healing service for the community.   
 
VI. 8:05 – 8:25 Pastoral Council Business 
 
1) Fr. Joe’s Comments 
 
Need a new trustee for PC.   
 
Have not received a budget yet from the Finance Office.  Still being very conservative about 
spending.  We have already seen a financial impact following the clergy abuse scandal. This might 
ultimately affect the Catholic Ministries Appeal.  Met with the Finance Office; asked to cut 
everyone’s budget because we do not know how the scandal will affect giving.  
 
Following Christ is the next stage of Discovering Christ; this program will start in spring 2019.   
 
2) Assign Prayer/Snack 
 
September 17: Steve Jesch 
October 8: Joseph Babcock 
November 12: Fritz Bernstein  
December 11: None 
January 21: Tom Dunn 
February 11: Tom O’Toole 
March 11: Diane Bradac 
April 8: Dotsevi Sogah 
June 10: None  
 
3) Regional Pastoral Council Forums 
 
Steve: Several upcoming forms of pastoral councils in the area.  Any PC members are invited to go.   
 
 



4) Bulletin thanks 
 
Peace Festival Committee 
Silent Auction bidders 
Participants in Young Neighbors and Just Five Days  
Ministry Fair Participants  
Anne Marie for facilitating the Listening Session on the Clergy abuse scandal  
Parishioners who contributed to Migrant Farmer and Rescue Mission events  
Parishioners who contributed to BBQ dinner for catholic education  
 
5) Suggestion Box Comments  
 
“Need more accountability for money raised from the Peace Festival last year.”  
 
Response: Because of the Finance Office transition, it will be difficult to share exact figures on 
revenues from last year’s Peace Festival.  However, this year, we will work with the Peace Festival 
Committee and the Finance Office to ensure that revenues and expenditures are accurately 
reported.   
 
“Need to have a separate chalice of wine for choir members.  The chalice is empty by the time 
Eucharist is distributed to choir members.”   
 
Response: Thank you for bringing this to our attention.  We will ensure that this is addressed 
immediately.  
 
“The Peace Festival should be four days long.”   
 
Response: Because the Peace Festival requires a significant investment of resources, stretching to 
four days might be difficult.  However, we will bring this suggestion to the Peace Festival 
Committee.  
 
“Sessions on chastity should be held, particularly for younger generations.” 
 
Response: Sessions on chastity are already incorporated into the Middle School Youth Ministry and 
High School Youth Ministry curricula.  For more information, please contact Ashley Blank.  
 
8:25 – 8:30 Closing prayer 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:51 
 
Next Meeting: October 8 

 

 

 



 

 


