
Agenda  

St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council (PC)  

September 13, 2016  

7:00 p.m., Green Lounge, Parish Center  

 

Present:  Joseph Babcock (Chair), Madeline LaRocca (Co-Chair), Nicole Carrier-Titti, Tom 

O’Toole (Secretary), Tom Dunn, Stephen Jesch, Rose Huggins, Madeline, Alex 

DeRoos (Co-Chair), Dotsevi Sogah, Sally Ramirez-Warren, Father Joe.   

 

Excused:   Kristin Campagnolo, Jose Martinez 

 

Absent:   Alejandro Santana 

 

7:05:  Meeting convened by Pastoral Council Chair Joseph Babcock after a brief tour of the 

new Parish Center construction and photos of new Pastoral Council members.  Prayer 

and reflection was led by Joseph Babcock, followed by introductions of new 

members. Pastoral Council members also signed up to lead prayer/reflection for the 

year:  

 

October: Madeline LaRocca 

November: Alex DeRoos 

January: Sally Ramirez-Warren 

February: Stephen Jesch 

March: Rose Huggins 

April: Nicole Carrier-Titti 

May: Tom O’Toole 

 

7:20-8:30:  Review of Upcoming Year Schedule and Meeting Plan 

  -Discussion of Pastoral Council goals for upcoming year 

  -What do we want to accomplish in 2016/2017?  

 

  Father Joe asked Pastoral Council to take the lead on several activities:  

 

1) Host two coffee hours 

Nicole suggested that Pastoral Council do something fun in connection with 

coffee hours (identify themselves by wearing similar aprons, serving parishioners 

at coffee hours and moving between tables, wearing buttons or name tags at 

church and parish events that convey what ministries they are part of).   

 

2) September 25 

Participate in new parishioner welcome luncheon at 1:30pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3) Consider How We Assess Needs of Parish 

The outreach initiative conducted by Pastoral Council last year generated mixed 

results.  Many parishioners were not responsive to cold calling/emailing; there is 

a need to better assess the needs of the parish.   

 

Joseph raised the idea of including a “From the Book of Pastoral Council” in 

bulletins periodically throughout the year to keep parishioners informed of 

Pastoral Council’s work.  Nicole added that it might be nice, along with these 

updates, to include brief bios of Pastoral Council members, along with their 

outlook on 1) the mission of Pastoral Council, and 2) how Pastoral Council 

contributes to the faith community at Saint Catherine’s.     

 

Nicole noted that it might be helpful for us to educate parishioners on the role of 

Pastoral Council.  She suggested that Joseph, as Pastoral Council Chair, spend a 

few minutes at the end of an upcoming mass discussing Pastoral Council, and 

how we advise Father Joe.   

 

Dotsevi proposed a suggestion box, either at entrances to churches, or at parish 

events.   

 

Noting the strong response to time, talent, and treasure surveys, Tom proposed 

that a survey be distributed during church to assess parishioner needs.   

 

Nicole suggested that Pastoral Council should take a more active role 

encouraging interaction between parishioners (examples included encouraging 

parishioners to interact with parishioners they do not know during coffee hours, 

or encouraging parishioners to sit next to those they do not know during mass).   

 

Nicole questioned whether our assessment of needs was limited to needs within 

our own parish, or the needs of those outside of the parish as well. She raised the 

prospect of a community read on The New Jim Crow, which would link Saint 

Catherine’s to larger political, economic, and social concerns in our community 

(perhaps through Peace and Justice Committee, Life and Faith Adult Learning or 

Book Club).   

 

Alex noted that there was very little interaction between Saint Catherine’s and 

Immaculate Conception, and that she would like to see more joint/collaborative 

programming and activities between both parishes.   

 

Joseph advocated for Pastoral Council members taking a more active role on 

committees, suggesting this would provide us with a consistent stream of 

communication around committee needs.  During our next meeting, Pastoral 

Council will review committees to ensure that at least one member is on each 

committee.  He also suggested Pastoral Council facilitating an adult faith 

formation trip to the Holy Door in Syracuse.        

 

 

   



4) Stewardship 

Father Joe and Joseph expressed concerns about stewardship at Saint Catherine’s.  

This year, our Catholic Ministry Appeal was not met, so we had to write a $16K 

check to make up the shortfall.  Father Joe proposed developing a Stewardship 

Committee to interact with the Finance Council on stewardship issues, educate 

parishioners on parish needs and the importance of stewardship, and issue 

detailed, quantitative reports on tithing.   

 

Nicole mentioned that there was not enough time during mass between the first 

and second collections.  

 

Dotes reinforced the need to present a more transparent budget to parishioners, as 

St. Catherine’s has in the past.   

 

Father Joe noted that a significant problem with budgeting in the parish 

concerned the accounting platforms the Diocese has implemented.  

 

8:30-8:45:         Updates by Father Joe 

 

 Letters for the Unite Campaign will be sent out this week.  These letters will    

include an update of what parishioners pledged, what they have given so far, and 

what is left to collect.  Many parishioners responded positively  

 

 Father Joe is in discussions with the new pastor at Immaculate Conception 

regarding the possibility of moving the entire finance office to an independent 

location.  This would allow finance staff to collaborate on generating data for 

budgeting and financial transparency.  

 

 Saint Catherine’s continues to succeed in youth faith formation enrollment.  This 

year, 200 children have registered for youth faith formation.  The parish also has 

10 people already enrolled in our RCIA program.    

 

8:45-8:53 Thank Yous for Bulletin 

 

 Parishioners involved with organizing the dinner for migrant workers.  

 Parishioners involved with organizing the Youth Faith Formation Fair.  

 Parishioners involved with organizing the Ministry Fair.  

 Parishioners involved with organizing the Parish Picnic.  

 New and returning catechists.  

 Ashley Blank for organizing a series of youth development trips over the 

summer, chaperones who accompanied youth.  

 Father Dan for filling in for Father Joe during his absence.  

 Father Joe for the mission talk.   

 

 
8:40–-8:45   Adjournment and Closing Prayer 


