
 
Minutes 

St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 
March 8, 2016 

6:45 p.m., Green Lounge, Parish Center 
 
Present:   Joseph Babcock, Kristin Campagnolo, Bob Dyer, Rose Huggins, Steve Jesch, 
Madeline LaRocca, Kristin Lynch, Fr. Joe Marcoux, Jose Martinez, Mary Lee Noden, 
Alex de Roos, 
 
Excused:  Colleen Perkins, Tom O’Toole 
 
Absent:  Alejandro Santana 
 
Meeting began at 6:45pm with prayer by Steve Jesch 
 
Discussion of Role of Pastoral Council and By-Laws 
 
Pastoral Council members discussed important questions related to their role in the 
parish, including 1) to what degree the council is actively aware of the pastoral 
needs of the church, 2) whether we are fulfilling our mission, as outlined in the by-
laws, 3) whether Pastoral Council is spiritually fulfilling for members, and 4) 
whether we have been able to fulfill our advisory role and make useful and effective 
recommendations that help Father Joe and the parish.  
 
The conversation was very vibrant and many thoughts and ideas were debated.  
Some of these that are actionable in the short to intermediate term were: 
 

1. Discussion of establishing norms as to how the PC functions and goes about 
its business internally and within the parish community. 

2. Have each Pastoral Council member join at least one other parish committee 
3. Invite the chair of an individual committee to participate in each monthly PC 

meeting. 
4.  PC members should consider their roles on the committee to be constant 

and not confined to the monthly meetings.  In other words, PC members 
should be active in the role not just on one Tuesday per month.   

5. Review structure of PC and consider instituting sub-committees dedicated to 
and able to concentrate on specific areas of importance to the pastoral life of 
the parish.  

6. Kristin C. is going to provide a parish/committee org. chart to the PC 
committee members.  This will be a starting point for the PC to familiarize 
itself with the structure of the committee system parish wide. 

 
More discussions will be necessary to determine how to implement improvements 
and solutions.  There was a serious debate and exchange about how to make the 
committee more effective in discerning the pastoral needs of the parish.  It was clear 



also that PC members expect and are open to additional roles and that they would 
like to see leadership from Colleen and Joseph on defining/assigning roles etc.  
 
 
Strategic Plan Focus Area 3  
 
Jose, Colleen, and Alex will work together to draft a script covering Strategic Plan 
Focus Area 3.   
 
Feedback from Phone/Contact Ministry 
 
Bob shared feedback he received through the Phone/Contact Ministry, including the 
parish does a great job with youth, concerns regarding how the parish came up with 
bids for the Parish Center, questions related to why we focus efforts on the 
Dominican Republic rather than on local needs, and praise for Ann Marie’s work.    
 
Proposed Thank yous: 
 
All who participated in the Teach us to Pray Day including Father Dan McMullin, 
Clara Barrett, Jane Doyle, Anne Marie Eckert, Ashley Blank and Father Joe. 
 
All who organized and attended the New Parishioner dinner. 
 
Our new parishioners for choosing to join this community and share their spiritual 
lives with us all. 
 
All who organized and attended the Pasta dinner fund raiser for the Notre Dame 
bus. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


