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St. Catherine of Siena 
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

February 9, 2016 

 
Present:   Joseph Babcock, Bob Dyer, Kristin Lynch, Fr. Joe Marcoux, Colleen Perkins. 
Kristin Campagnolo, Alex deRoos, Thomas O’Keefe 
Excused:  Madeline LaRocca, Jose Martinez, Mary Lee Noden, Rose Huggins, Stephen Jesch, 
Absent:  Alejandro Santana 
 
The meeting began at 6:50 with a prayer led by Kristen L.   
 
The remaining meetings for the 2015-2016 Pastoral Council year are scheduled at 6:45 pm 
on: March 8, 2016 
       April 19, 2016 
       May 10, 2016 
       June 14, 2016 (Year-end picnic) 
Larry Wassen, Finance Director, was introduced to PC. Mr. Wassen provided a report of the 
financial status of the parish. He reported that the parish is very healthy with volunteers, 
finances, and has no issues on the revenue side. He continues to make improvements and 
deal with numerous diocese restrictions. He has had to undo a year’s work on the books to 
clarify accounting. The bookkeeper keeps track of the cash flow. The International Peace 
Festival is in the black and this year gave $3,000. to charities and $4,000. to the Unite 
Campaign. There were questions regarding the recently released financial report to the 
parish.  Of particular interest during the discussion was the level of tithing reported.  It was 
unclear to the PC members how the $22,482 reported as tithing was determined. There 
was discussion of tithing being 12%. Tithing is determined by each parish since there is no 
diocese policy. Our tithing does not go to individuals but covers bills, food cards and 
provides other support on an as need bases. SC also supports catholic school tuition at a 
rate of $1000. per student. This year that equals $35,000.  His only suggestion is looking 
into a long term investment other the land. He works with St. Catherine’s 1 day a week and 
Immaculate Conception 4 days. He openly shared with PC how much he enjoys his work 
with our parish and parish staff.  
Strategic plan script for focus area 2 was shared by Bob. Bob, Joseph and Madeline will be 
speaking at masses the weekend of the 27th and 28th. The schedule is as follows: 
          Feb. 27, 5pm Bob                       Feb. 28, 9am Joseph        11:30am Madeline 
          Ap. 2nd, 5pm Colleen                 Ap. 3rd, 9am Jose’     11:30am Alex                                 
Ap. 30, 5pm Fr. Joe                              May 1st, 9am Tom     11:30am Mary Lee 
          May 28, 5pm Madeline            May 29, 9am Kristen     11:30 am Kristen   
Comments from Fr. Joe:   
Father shared that there were over 60 people at Trivia night. It was really fun and the 
social and welcoming committee is meeting to evaluate it. Unite is doing well and currently, 
the parish has just gone over $4.0 M in cash on hand and pledges. The town of Ithaca 
unanimously approved the plans. He now meets with the diocese February 19th to review 
the financial statement, construction document and approve the Construction company. 
The bidding process is complete. Groundbreaking planned for April 29, 2016 may not be 
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possible and more likely will begin in May or June.  Parking plans are being worked on and 
hopefully work will continue on Saturdays except during events. The diocese is also 
contemplating a capital campaign soon. Currently there are 100 parishes in the diocese, 93 
active priests, 20 of which will be retiring in the next 5 years.    
 
 Parishioner Feedback and Phone Ministry: A PC member after mass received very positive 
comments from a visitor on how welcoming she felt our parish was. Her daughter, a new 
parishioner, also commented on how welcomed she felt.  Initial phone calls and emails 
elicited some comments from parishioners who have been contacted so far.   
  
Minutes from the January meeting were reviewed and approved.  
 
Thank You:   
Kristen L. will write “thank yous” to be published in the bulletin to the following:  
Social and Welcoming committee for planning Trivia night and all those involved in the 
ministry fair. 
 
Closing Prayer:  All joined for sharing of personal intentions and the closing prayer.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 Colleen Perkins 
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