
St. Catherine of Siena Roman Catholic Church 
 

ALL ARE WELCOMED TO OUR PARISH! 

We are so pleased that you chose to celebrate with us this weekend. We warmly 
invite you to active participation in our liturgical celebration. Please feel free to 
approach one of our Ministers of Hospitality if you are in need of any assistance. No 
matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, your current family or 
marital situation, your past or present religious affiliation; no matter what your 
personal history, age, background, sexual orientation, gender, race, or color; no 
matter what your self-image or self-esteem: YOU are invited, welcomed, accepted, 
loved, and respected at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Ithaca, New York. 

The mission of St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
is to inspire, engage, and nurture our community through 

worship, witness, and service. 

La misión de la parroquia de Sta. Catalina es  

inspirar, cuidar y motivar la participación de nuestra 
comunidad a través del culto, testimonio y servicio. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Catherine of Siena Church is a Tompkins County Living Wage Employer 

TEACHING MASS  
  

Lots of people who are Catholic and have been attending Mass for years realize that they don’t know why things 
happen the way they do at Mass. And why should they? If you are like most people, you last learned about the 
Mass in your Faith Formation class (probably called CCD at the time), and that was a long time ago. Some of you 
might have had wonderful liturgical experiences in high school or college and even helped to plan Masses, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean that you learned the names for everything used at Mass or know why this prayer 
says “this” and that prayer says “that.” 

For the past six years, we have been hosting a Teaching 
Mass each year. More than 200 people have come over 
those years. Participants enjoy the opportunity to learn a 
little more about the Mass we celebrate each weekend. 
They have had the chance to ask questions, see the Mass 
in a different way, and grow in appreciation of the 
prayers and rituals.  

The Teaching Mass will be held on Sunday, November 
11, at 5 p.m. in the Church. It will be a regular Sunday 
liturgy—although it will last longer than a normal Mass. 
We will begin by giving you some background 
information about the Church, the vessels, the sanctuary, 
and the clothing worn by the priest and altar servers. We 
will then celebrate Mass together. Fr. Joe will take 
opportunities within the Mass to pause and help 
everyone understand more about each particular part of 
the Mass and how we can more fully understand and 
engage in it. 

People of all ages are welcome. Children as young as 
second grade have participated in the past and have done 
well and learned a lot. Lots of our parishioners found it to be helpful and a great place to ask questions about 
things they have always wondered about. Many of our older parishioners have found it to be really helpful—
especially those who lived through the changes after the Second Vatican Council but never had the chance to 
learn a great deal about those changes. 

By the way, all of our regular Masses will happen as normal that weekend! 
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MINISTRY TEAM 
Pastor 
Rev. Joseph Marcoux, fr.joseph.marcoux@dor.org 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Ann Marie Eckert, ann.marie.eckert@dor.org 
 

Director of Liturgical Music 
Sherry Scanza, sherry.scanza@dor.org 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Ashley Blank, ashley.blank@dor.org 
 

Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry 
Patricia Sipple, patricia.sipple@dor.org 
 

Communications Coordinator 
Jane Bonassar, jane.bonassar@dor.org 
 

Director of Finance & Administration 
David Zellinger, david.zellinger@dor.org 
 

Bookkeeper 
Kathleen Adessa, kathleen.adessa@dor.org 
 

Organist 
Dr. Mary Holzhauer 
 

Administrative Assistant 
June Haynor, june.haynor@dor.org 
 

Maintenance Technician 
Craig Murray, craig.murray@dor.org 
 

Housekeeper 
Diane Tordel 
 

TRUSTEES 
Bob Pochily, Kristin Campagnolo 
 

COUNCIL CHAIRS 
Pastoral Council: Stephen Jesch, saj23@cornell.edu 
Finance Council: Ben Davis, ben.davis@cornell.edu 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to our parish community! Registration packets 
are available at all Church entrances and at the office.  
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Our Sister Parish 
We enjoy an ongoing exchange of people and prayer with 
St. Anthony’s in the Dominican Republic. Donations to 
the “loose change bowls” located at each Church entrance 
provide meals and education for over 200 children at the 
parish daycare center.  
 

Almsgiving 
10% or more of all donations we receive go to the poor 
and needy. 
 

Clothing for the Needy 
Clean used clothing in good condition accepted 24/7 at 
the shed adjacent to the parking lot. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 & 11:30 a.m. 
Mass in Spanish: normally 4th Sunday of the month, 5:30 p.m. 
Tompkins County Jail: Sunday at 1:15 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
Monday: 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 a.m. 
Brookdale Senior Living: normally 4th Tuesday, 10:15 a.m. 
Kendal at Ithaca: normally 2nd Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. 
Bridges Cornell Heights: normally 2nd Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. 
Please check with the Parish Office for Mass schedule changes. 
 

Accommodations: Gluten-reduced hosts are available. 
Personal listening receivers are available from the Sacristy. 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation:  
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appointment 
 

Infant Baptisms:  
We’re so happy about the new addition to your family. 
Parents participate in a preparation program prior to baptism. 
Please contact the office three months prior to the baptism. 
 

Marriage:  
Congratulations on your engagement! As with the other 
sacraments, prior preparation is necessary. Please contact the 
office at least six months before the wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick/Visitation:  
Please contact the office for arrangements for individual 
anointing or for a visitation to someone who is sick or 
homebound. For emergencies after hours, please call Fr. Joe at 
585-747-3649. Families should alert the Parish Office when 
family members are in the hospital. If you would like to have 
someone prayed for at Mass and/or added to the Prayer 
Corner in the bulletin, we invite you to call the Parish Office 
at 257-2493.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.):  
For information on becoming Catholic, or questions about the 
Catholic faith, contact Ann Marie Eckert.  
 

Holy Orders:  
For information about vocations, contact the Diocesan Office 
of Vocation Awareness at 585-461-2890 or vocations@dor.org. 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
Eucharistic Adoration  
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. & Fridays at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
 

Rosary 
Fridays at 5 p.m. in the Church 
 

Prayer Groups 
Centering Prayer and Ignatian Prayer Groups meet 
throughout the month. Small Christian Communities also 
meet weekly. For more information, call Ann Marie Eckert. 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
309 Siena Drive, Ithaca, New York 14850 

607-257-2493 

www.stcathofsiena.org  /  www.facebook/stcatherinesithaca 
Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. (closed for lunch from 1–2 p.m.) 

mailto:fr.joseph.marcoux@dor.org
mailto:ann.marie.eckert@dor.org
mailto:sherry.scanza@dor.org
mailto:ashley.blank@dor.org
mailto:patricia.sipple@dor.org
mailto:jane.bonassar@dor.org
mailto:david.zellinger@dor.org
mailto:kathleen.adessa@dor.org
mailto:june.haynor@dor.org
mailto:craig.murray@dor.org
mailto:saj23@cornell.edu
mailto:ben.davis@cornell.edu
mailto:vocations@dor.org


 

 
A vibrant Catholic Community where all are welcomed, challenged, and supported in their life’s journey.  

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church                         October 28, 2018 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Today 
Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Heb 5:1-6; 
Mk 10:46-52 
 

Next Sunday 
Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51; Heb 7:23-
28; Mk 12:28b-34 

 

“‘Go your way; your faith has saved you.’“ (Mk 10:52) 

Saturday, November 3 
9:00 a.m. AA 
4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 p.m. MASS: Thanksgiving for All Blessings by Caryl & 
 Don Funke 
Sunday, November 4 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Denis Lentini by Rich & Margaret Steinacher 
 and Our Parishioners 
9:15 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
10:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation 
10:15 a.m. Social Hour 
10:15 a.m. Life & Faith Session 
11:30 a.m. MASS: Eileen Fitzgerald by Mary Lou Bailey-Smith 
1:00 p.m. Volunteer Orientation and C.A.S.E. Training 
1:15 p.m. MASS AT TOMPKINS COUNTY JAIL 
4:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 
4:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 
 

    WHAT’S HAPPENING—OCTOBER 29–NOVEMBER 4 

Monday, October 29 
5:30 p.m. MASS: Our Parishioners 
6:30 p.m. Volunteer Orientation and C.A.S.E. Training 
7:00 p.m. Cayuga Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Liturgy Committee 
Tuesday, October 30 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Our Parishioners 
9:30 a.m. Pietra Fitness 
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 
Wednesday, October 31 
7:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday, November 1—All Saints Day 
9:30 a.m. Meeting Christ in Prayer 
9:30 a.m. Pietra Fitness 
12:10 p.m. MASS: Mel Eastman by Jan & Len Topoleski 
5:45 p.m. Mass: Thomas Raymond Brown by Mike & Jean 
 Luzzi 
7:00 p.m. AED/CPR Training 
7:30 p.m. Adult Choir 
Friday, November 2—All Souls’ Day 
9:30 a.m. Strength Training 
5:00 p.m. Praying the Rosary 
6:30 p.m. MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 
7:30 p.m. Reception 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Offertory Income—October 21, 2018 

Regular Mass Collections:   $4,591 
EFT/SecureGive Collections1:   $8,665 
Mail-In/Drop-Off Collections1:   $4,137 
 
Total Regular Weekly Collections:  $17,393 
Average Weekly Budget2:     $12,350 

Weekly Operating Surplus (Shortfall)3:  $5,043 
Gifts and Donations Received4:     $0 
 
Dominican Republic Bowls:    $291 
 

1 Variability in these values due to inclusion of collections that are biweekly, 
monthly 

2 83% of Planned Operational Expenses are funded by Regular Weekly 
Collections 

3 Weekly surplus (shortfall) in funds for average weekly budgeted expenses 
4 Excluded from this number are capital contributions, extraordinary gifts, 

bequests 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please hold in prayer those who are sick: 
Mel Eastman, Ester Hansen, Betsy Shirley, 
Judith Guido, Evelyn Bennett, Lane Coute, Tom 
Sims, Amelia Massey, Thomas Walpole, Sally 
Yengo Gutowsky, Lenore Orrange, Hilary 
Wong, Stephen Shululu, Mary Skibinski, 
Christopher Coughlin, Barbara Perkins, Chris 
Blain, Jean Hultman, Ruthanne Bruen, Sue 
Nicolas, Thea Chapman, Barbara Auble, 
Margaret Duane, Ed Hooks, Josie Zafonte, Lilly 
Anna DeFranco, Keita Blinn, Matt Colangelo, 
Cully Fox, Dageiry Custodio, and David Hyatt. 
 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
So far 28 donors have pledged $6,635 toward our 
goal of $56,249. That’s 12 percent of our goal. Please 
prayerfully consider donating to the CMA. 



 

 

Parish-Wide Opportunities 
 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 
On Friday, November 2 (All Souls Day), St. 
Catherine’s will host our annual Mass of 
Remembrance at 6:30 p.m. in the church. This is a 
time for us to mourn, remember, and celebrate the 
lives of those we have lost. Everyone is invited, with a 
special invitation to those who have lost a loved one 
in the past year. A reception will follow the Mass in 
the Parish Center.  
 

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES  
As has become our custom, we remember the dead 
during the month of November by displaying 
pictures of our loved ones who have passed to eternal 
life on the walls of our church. Pictures should be able 
to stand on their own and should have your name 
and email/phone number on them so that they can be 
returned to you at the end of the month. Please bring 
your pictures to the Parish Office or with you to 
Mass. They will be displayed for our All Saints Day 
Masses and stay on the wall until Thanksgiving 
weekend.  
 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
We will be celebrating All Saints Day on Thursday, 

November 1, with Masses at 12:10 and 5:45 p.m. We 
hope you will join in this celebration.  
 

SOCIAL HOUR 
Please join us next Sunday, November 4, after the 9 

and 11:30 a.m. Masses for a social hour. Doughnuts 
and coffee and other goodies will be available. Use it 
as a time to catch up with friends or meet some new 
people. Families are reminded that the children going 
into Children’s Faith Formation classes cannot touch 
or consume doughnuts prior to going into class 
because of severe peanut allergies. Snacks will be 
provided within the classroom, and donuts will be 
available after class.  
 

TEACHING  MASS  
On Sunday, November 11, from 5–7 p.m. we will 
host a Teaching Mass. People of all ages are 
encouraged to come. By learning more, it can make 
every week a little more special. This Mass does count 
as your weekend Mass! For more information, please 
see the front cover of the bulletin. 
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VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 
We will be holding Volunteer Orientation and C.A.S.E. 
training sessions in Mahler Hall on October 29 from  

6:30–9 p.m. and November 4 from 1:30–4 p.m.  
 

HANDBAG AND JEWELRY SALE 
A few more volunteers are needed at the Jewelry Sale 
(no selling involved) for these 
specific dates and times:  Friday, 
November 9:  noon–2 p.m., 2–4 
p.m., and 4–6 p.m.; and Saturday, 
November 10: 10 a.m.–noon, noon–
2 p.m., and 2–4 p.m. Please contact 
Dawn Redlin by Halloween at 
dawn.redlin@gmail.com. Join in the fun and help 
support your parish.    

UPDATE FROM THE PASTOR ABOUT 
FINANCIAL GIVING 
As many of you are already aware, our weekly 
collections have decreased substantially since we 
stopped passing the basket during Mass (this week 
notwithstanding). Many of you have noticed the 
lack of giving and have expressed your concerns to 
me and to the Finance Council. We have been 
watching this closely and had hoped that the 
collections would increase this fall, but this has not 
occurred.  

For this reason, we will begin next week to take up 
a physical collection again during our Masses. We 
hope that this weekly reminder of the need for 
your stewardship of treasure will increase giving. I 
will also be sending a letter to each parish 
household asking you to pray about your own 
contribution to the parish.  

Our parish depends on the donations of our 
parishioners and visitors. There is no other source 
of income for the parish. We have a great 
community here at St. Catherine’s, but we cannot 
employ a great ministry team, run excellent 
programs, invest in quality liturgy, and maintain 
our buildings without financial resources. I am 
hopeful that the parish will respond positively and 
our collections will increase.  

—Fr. Joe 
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CPR/AED TRAINING 
We are organizing volunteers to respond during 
medical emergencies at church including possible use 
of an automated external defibrillator (AED). We will 
gather on Thursday, November 1, from 7–9 p.m. for a 
general meeting and Friends and Family CPR/AED 
training class. If you would like to come, please email 
Pat at pjstefek10@gmail.com.  
 

LIVESTREAMING MASS AT ST. CATHERINE’S 
We have recently become able to livestream events 
here at St. Catherine’s. We will begin broadcasting 
our 9 a.m. Sunday Masses through our website soon; 
we will announce the exact date. We hope this will 
give those who are sick or homebound an 
opportunity to experience Mass and remain 
connected to St. Catherine’s community.  
 

EMPTY BOWLS FOR LOAVES & FISHES 
The 23rd Empty Bowls fundraiser for Loaves & Fishes 
is Saturday, November 3, in the dining hall at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church. Guests are invited to share a 
simple meal, and the proceeds go to provide food for 
those in need. Guests take home a ceramic bowl as a 
reminder of continuing hunger in Tompkins County. 
Doors open at 6:15 p.m; dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $75 each and are available at  https://
loaves.org/events/empty-bowls/.  
 

WALK A MILE IN SOLIDARITY 
Through a campaign called Share the Journey, Pope 
Francis has asked Catholics around the world to 
welcome and advocate for migrants and refugees. 
Catholic parishes and other Christian congregations 
in our area are invited to prayerfully walk a mile 
together on Saturday, November 3, starting at 11 

a.m. from Immaculate Conception Parish Hall. We’ll 
stop to pray for our sister and brother migrants. 
Sponsored by Catholic Charities and the Catholic 
parishes of Tompkins County. 
 

BENEFIT FOR SEPARATED FAMILIES 
All are invited to “The Coqui Always Sings”/“El 
Coquí Siempre Canta,” a benefit for families separated 
at the border on Wednesday, November 7, from 6–9 

p.m. at the Unitarian Church of Ithaca, featuring 
music by local talent including our own Sally 
Ramirez. Food provided by New Roots Charter 
School. Proceeds will be distributed by the Latino 
Civic Association to grassroots organizations working 
directly with families separated at the border. 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation 
 

LIFE AND FAITH SESSIONS 
We hope you will join us for a very special Life and 
Faith Session this Sunday, October 28, when we will 
be hosting two speakers from the Food Bank of the 
Southern Tier. Rosemary is a member of their 
Speaker’s Bureau who has herself experienced food 
insecurity. She will be sharing her experience with us. 
The other speaker is Randi Quackenbush, Advocacy 
and Education Manager for the Food Bank, who can 
help us better understand the causes of and solutions 
for hunger in our own area. Please join us! The 
following weekend, November 4, we will be focused 
on Jesus.  
 

Faith Formation News 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY DOCUMENTARY VIEWING 
This Sunday, October 28, will be an extended session 
from 4–6 p.m. We will be viewing the 2016 
documentary 13th, directed by Ava 
DuVernay. DuVernay spoke at 
Cornell’s Convocation last year and is 
known for directing the movies Selma 
and A Wrinkle in Time. The film 
explores the “intersection of race, 
justice, and mass incarceration in the 
United States”; it is titled after the 
Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, which freed the slaves and prohibited 
slavery, with the exception of slavery as punishment 
for a crime. The 1 p.m. Middle School youth are asked 
to please view the movie at 4 p.m. Next Sunday, 
November 4, Youth Ministry will be splitting into 
small groups during their gathering time to rake 
leaves at various houses of parishioners. Our goal is to 
make it to 6 houses around the area! This will be an 
extended session from 4–6 p.m. to allow plenty of time 
to finish each of the yards.  

PASTORAL COUNCIL SUGGESTION BOX 
The Pastoral Council uses this space to respond to 
questions and suggestions from the Suggestion 
Box. 
 

Q: “When are we going to honor Jerome’s years of 
service to St. Catherine’s?” 
 

A: We will coordinate a celebration of Jerome’s life 
and contributions to St. Catherine’s with his 
family’s next visit to Ithaca.  
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FROM THE BOOK OF ANN MARIE 
 

Dear Parish Family, 

When someone steals another’s clothes, we call them a thief. Should we not give the same name to one 
who could clothe the naked and does not? The bread in your cupboard belongs to the hungry; the coat 
unused in your closet belongs to the one who needs it; the shoes rotting in your closet belongs to the 
ones who has no shoes; the money which you hoard up belongs to the poor.  —St. Basil 

It isn’t the first time that I have seen this quotation nor the first time that I have felt convicted by it. St. Basil 
would be pretty upset with me, of that I am sure.  

After helping my parents downsize into a new home two years ago, I got serious myself about getting rid of 
things I didn’t need. Unfortunately, some of it left my house by way of a dumpster after a flash flood sent a 
foot of water into my basement, but I also went through closets and drawers, boxes and tubs and made a few 
trips down to Catholic Charities and the Salvation Army. But the stuff of life has built up again, and it’s time 
to unburden myself from the stuff and unburden the poor who need it.  

If you are also thinking about doing this, here are some things you might want to know: 

• Share the Warmth Campaign: Catholic Charities invites us each year to donate coats, mittens, hats, scarves, 
and boots to this campaign. They are given out free of charge to those who need them. We will be 
collecting these items in November. 

• Portal de Belén School: Each year we try to bring down at least one piece of clothing for all the children at 
the school—who range in age from 1 to 14 years old, in all shapes and sizes. There are currently almost 
300 children at the school! If you have children, perhaps there is summer clothing that is still in good 
shape that you can donate to the school. We won’t start collecting it until January, but if you are desperate 
to get it out of your house, bring it to St. Catherine’s and I will store it in my basement for you.  

• The Samaritan Center: Although it would be easier to put used clothing in the clothing shed in our parking 
lot (which is also a good thing), I prefer to bring clothing that is still in good shape and towels and 
bedding to the Samaritan Center at Catholic Charities. I like that it goes more directly to our neighbors 
here in Ithaca who are most in need. (And if you are a man, they really need your clothes!) This is also a 
good place to bring the personal care items that you have accumulated that you aren’t going to use. They 
don’t want your almost-empty things, but if you used a little of the bottle of shampoo and didn’t like it, 
someone else would be happy to finish it off for you.  

• Food Pantry: Each week we collect food for the food pantry here in Ithaca, and this is a great time to both 
clear out your cupboards of food that you probably aren’t going to eat and also think about adding to 
your own shopping cart to help those in need. Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner 
and the need for food from the pantry will be high. 

• Re-Use Center, Salvation Army, Rescue Mission, Thrifty Shopper: All of these places will accept donated 
goods—and for more information about specific items, google “where to donate in Tompkins County.” I 
found the PDF to be helpful. It is a little dated, so contact the places directly to make sure things haven’t 
changed. 

 

If you are not using the stuff in your home, get rid of it. You are not going to start using it more by shoving it in a closet 
somewhere.—Joshua Becker 

I know this moment of purging will help me. I am hopeful that it will also help those in our community who 
need what I already have and am not using. It is definitely time to right this wrong.  

Peace, 
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School News 
 

NOTRE DAME OPEN HOUSE 
Notre Dame High School in Elmira (grades 7–12) is 
holding an Open House on Thursday, November 14, 

from 5:30–7 p.m. Notre Dame serves Ithaca and the 
surrounding areas, and a busing option is available. 
Currently accepting applications for the 2019–20 
academic year. For more information, see 
www.notredamehighschool.com or call 607-734-2267, 
ext. 321. 

 

Diocesan News 
 

RETROUVAILLE 
Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of couples 
through difficult times in their marriage. For 
confidential information on how to heal and renew 
your marriage or to sign up for the next program, a 
weekend on November 30 at the Notre Dame Retreat 
House in Canandaigua, call 585-293-1552 or see 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
All married couples are invited to attend the Marriage 
Encounter weekend at the Notre Dame Retreat House 
November 15–16. Food and lodging included in the 
$100 application fee. Call 585-223-1121 or email 
LeoandEd@aol.com to register or for more 
information.  You can also go to www.wwme.org.   

 

Cemetery Update 
 

FROM CALVARY CEMETERY 
Several people have reported theft of personal 
property from Calvary Cemetery. In response, the 
Cemetery Committee has approved additional 
security measures. This will entail security cameras 
and traffic flow changes. Effective October 29, the 
North and South entrances will be blocked off. All 
traffic should enter the cemetery through the main 
entrance leading past the garage and the mausoleum. 
The Committee regrets the need for this action but 
they must ensure that family and friends can leave 
memorials to their loved ones without worry of theft.  

All flowerpots and other items must be removed from 
the cemetery no later than Monday, November 5, to 
allow for winter upkeep of the grounds. Anything left 
after that date will be subject to removal by the 
cemetery.  

DID YOU KNOW? 
The theme for Youth Ministry this year is Tikkun 
Olam through Action. One of our goals for Youth 
Ministry is to learn more about our Jewish and 
Muslim brothers and sisters this year. The youth will 
be exploring Judaism in the fall and Islam in the 
spring, with planned visits to their respective 
worship spaces.  On Friday, November 2, youth 
ministry students and their families have been 
invited to Temple Beth-El Synagogue downtown for 
a Shabbat Service and dinner.  We are thrilled for this 
invite and have 70 people from St. Catherine of Siena 
partaking in this experience and community 
gathering. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: ADVENT GIVING 
PROJECT FOR FAITH FORMATION/YOUTH 
MINISTRY 
Each year during Advent, our children’s faith 
formation/youth ministries focus on different 
organizations to provide aid during the holiday 
season. Previous projects have focused on Heifer 
International, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
and local agencies around Ithaca that aid the 
homeless.  This year, our Advent Project will focus on 
children’s books.  We will be asking the children to 
bring in books that we will split between areas 
around Ithaca and with the organization Books for 
Africa. This project will go from November 4 through 
December 9 so we can get the books packaged up and 
delivered to the organizations prior to Christmas.  
We will keep you posted on our final book count 
after December 9! As Malala Yousafzai so profoundly 
stated, “Let us remember: One book, one pen, one 
child, and one teacher can change the world.” 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

Oct. 28  Life & Faith Session: Food Insecurity 
Oct. 29  Volunteer Orientation/C.A.S.E.  
  Training 
Nov. 1  All Saints Day 
Nov. 2  Mass of Remembrance 
Nov. 4  Social Hour 
Nov. 4  Life & Faith Session 
Nov. 4  Volunteer Orientation/C.A.S.E.  
  Training 
Nov. 9-10 Jewelry and Bag Sale 
Nov. 11 Giving Trees  
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Clergy Sex Abuse Crisis–Parish Report   

 



 

 

Report to St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Ithaca, NY  
Results of Listening Sessions, Courageous Conversations, and Youth Ministry Sessions  

Related to the Clergy Sex Abuse Crisis in the Roman Catholic Church 
October 28, 2018 

 

 
Background: St. Catherine’s heard from about 200 people from 12–80+ years of age through the following events:  

Listening Session—September 16  
Listening Session for Parents—September 23 
Middle School Sessions—September 23 and 30 
High School Sessions—September 23, 30, and October 7 
Courageous Conversation—October 1 
Prayer for Healing—October 19 
Courageous Conversation—October 21 
Listening Session for Young Adults—October 21 

 

 
Feelings expressed during these sessions included:  
Angry, betrayed, shocked, terrible, disappointed, sad, not surprised, embarrassed, hopeless, horror, fearful, frustrated, 
struggling, powerless, questioning, discouraged, disgusted, pissed off, cynical, confused, disillusioned, troubled, heartbroken, 
scared, uncomfortable, shocked, mortified, overwhelmed, worried, skeptical, outraged, manipulated, conflicted, disturbed, 
violated, mad, upset, surprised, ashamed, helpless, worn out, bad, despair, tired, in pain, let down, empty, devastated, 
dismayed. 
 

 
Some of the reasons for these feelings included:  
• Heartbroken for the victims. 
• A sense of loss for the Church they had trusted. 
• Awareness that the current revelations are just the tip of the iceberg and they don’t know where this will end. 
• Mad at the lack of action to address these problems by the leaders of the Church. 
• A sense of powerlessness as a lay person in the Church. 
• Dismayed that this wasn’t fixed years ago when it was first brought to light. 
• An awareness that this will cause more people to leave the Church. 
• Struggling to talk to my own children about this—in a way that will not destroy their faith. 
• Skeptical that there will be real change in the hierarchy to address the problems that allowed for the abuse of children 

and adults and the coverup by clergy, bishops, and diocesan personnel. 
• The Diocese of Rochester doesn’t seem to be doing anything—or listening to the people. 
• Attitude of the Church around issues of sexuality. 
• Homosexual people are being unfairly blamed for this crisis. 
• Questioning if I still want to belong to the Church, and if I do, will it indicate that I am okay with what happened? 
• There is a corrupt civic and ecclesiastic culture. 
• All priests are being stereotyped for the actions of a few. 
• There has been too much secrecy and too little transparency. 
• Anger that powerful people used that power to make victims of the most vulnerable. 



 

 

 
• Some members of our community were abused or saw abuse and were ignored when they tried to report the abuse to 

Church leaders. 
• Some young people expressed that they felt safe here but were worried to leave this parish as they go to college and 

beyond. 
• Bishops need to be held accountable. 
• Women are often mistreated in the Church and the lack of leadership roles for women is discouraging. 
• The Church protected itself instead of the victims. 
Some people also expressed more positive emotions, including being hopeful that change is possible, grateful for the 
opportunity to talk about this with others, proud of their Catholic faith, and motivated to ensure that change happens. Many 
of our young people expressed that they feel safe within the parish and youth ministry. 
 
 
People expressed the following ideas about what they believe to be the root causes of this crisis:  
• There was no independent investigation; too much secrecy; not enough parents and lay people involved in oversight; too 

much reliance on attorneys and protection of the institution of the Church. 
• Too much power in the hands of the bishops and hierarchy; abuse of power. 
• Poor seminary formation and assessment of seminarians. 
• A distorted understanding of human sexuality; St. Augustine’s view of sexuality has created dysfunction in the Church and 

people. 
• Clericalism; theology of the priesthood that says that priests are unique, special, different from laity beyond function. 
• Celibacy that is not optional. 
• There was no punishment for those who were complicit in the coverup.  
• Institutionalism; loyalty to the institution over what is right; People of God were taught not to question Church teaching 

and by extension, Church leaders. 
• People who reported were demonized and ignored. 
• Church has suppressed the voices of women.  
• Because the Church ministers to the poor, weak, and children, they have access to vulnerable people who are easy to 

victimize. 
• The bishops were too concerned with money, which precluded them from admitting guilt; worries about what would 

happen to their resources if people know that what was happening was prioritized over care for the victims. 
• Bishops and other leaders believed social scientists who said that predators could be fixed. 
• When this crisis happened, there weren’t any parents in decision-making positions. 
 
 

(continued) 



 

 

People want Church leaders to be aware of:  
• We are not going to take it any more. 
• We are not powerless. 
• We are the Church. 
• The Church as we know it has to be willing to die so that resurrection is possible. 
• We need to see real, concrete action so that we know things are going to be different moving forward. 
• We are so very upset about all of this.  
• We are horrified by what has happened and are determined to correct it. 
 
 
People expressed a desire for the following, related to abuse and victims:  
• All bishops in the United States should resign as an acknowledgment that great harm and sin has been done by the 

Church throughout the country.  
• There should be independent committees in charge of all abuse situations/cases—with parents, lay experts, scholars, etc. 

Priests, bishops, and diocesan personnel should no longer be involved in decision making. 
• There should be real punishment for the priests who were involved and the bishops and other Church leaders who were 

responsible for moving people around.  
• There need to be settlements for all victims. 
• There needs to be transparency—an opening of the records, full participation in any grand jury investigations, etc.  
• Listen to the victims; ask what they want and need. 
• Ensure that police are involved in all cases moving forward. 
• Church leaders need to sincerely apologize—to the victims and to the People of God. 
• Stop relying on lawyers to protect the institution of the Church. 
• We want and need to hear from Pope Francis. 
• Public acts of penance from Church leaders—Pope Francis, Vatican officials, bishops, diocesan officials, USCCB. 
 
 
People expressed a desire for the following, related to the overall structure of the Church: 
• Laity is and should be equal to the clergy; we understand a difference in roles and responsibilities but want a stronger 

voice within the Church and decision-making authority in some situations. 
• Give real, scholarly attention to the issues of human sexuality and transform the Church by what you learn; don’t 

scapegoat or further stigmatize homosexual people in responding to this crisis. 
• Review the vetting of seminarians; transform the training the seminarians receive and their formation.  
• Open up leadership to women; the feminine voice and spirituality is desperately needed. 
• Be open to priesthood that is not dependent on celibacy. 
• All children should receive information about how to keep themselves safe from predators of all kinds. 
• All parishioners should go through the Creating a Safe Environment (C.A.S.E.) training program. 
• Lay people should have a say in who is raised up as their bishop. 
• Study Scripture about equality and servant leadership—and then walk the talk. 



 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: NOVEMBER 3/4 

5:00 P.M. 

Music Jane Doyle 

Lector 
Gregory Menzenski 
Sean Scanlon 

Minister of 
Communion 

Ann Gifford - Host 
Mary Kay LaLonde - Host 
Bob Talda - Host 
Clara Barrett - Cup 
Gail Carruth - Cup  
Bonita Davis - Cup  
Jill Dollaway - Cup  
Steve Dollaway - Cup  

Altar Server 
Dean Licitra - Cross  
Nickie Carrier-Titti - Book   

Minister of 
Hospitality 

Erin Sember-Chase - 1  
Derek Chase - 2 
Terry Gifford - 3 
Pam Dollaway - 4 
 

9:00 A.M. 

Music  Jeannie Barnaba 

Brookdale Steve Moolin 

Lector 
Bill Perkins 
Pierre Gremaud 

Minister of 
Communion 

Mary Crosley - Host  
Stephen Jesch - Host 
Khandikile Sokoni  - Host 
Bonita Lindberg - Cup 
Victor Mancini - Cup 
Colleen Perkins - Cup 
Nancy Pringle - Cup 
Jay Williamson - Cup 

Altar Server 
Daniel Murphy - Cross 
Peter Jesch - Book 

Minister of 
Hospitality 

Kevin Mahaney - 1 
Silvia Abbiati - 2 
Barbara E Hoyt - 3  
Gig & Ted Galanthay - 4 
Michael Luzzi - 5  
John Sipple - 6 

   11:30 A.M. 

Music Tammy Johnson 

Lector 
Mary Kay LaLonde 
Carla Marceau 

Minister of 
Communion 

Dan Finlay - Host 
Loisanne Posluszny - Host  
Jessica Ryan - Host  
Dan Briotta - Cup 
Robert Brown - Cup 
Maryn Ellen Cummings - Cup 
Valerie Evans - Cup  
Deb Roe - Cup  

Altar Server 
Lauren Way - Cross  
Jack Bonassar - Book 

Minister of 
Hospitality 

*** - 1 
Jane, Maggie & Lizzie Bonassar - 2  
Cathy Buttner - 3  
Barbara E Hoyt - 4  
Preheim Gorman - 5  
Laurie Foster - 6 



 

 

H 
THE HEIGHTS 

CAFÉ & GRILL 
LUNCH 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11:30-2:30 

DINNER 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 5:00-9:00 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5:00-10:00 

903 HANSHAW RD., ITHACA, NY 14580 

607-257-4144 

 

 
 

 

MIKE SKIBINSKI 
 

Complete Home 
Handyman Service  

 
 

(713) 292-3035 
 
 

mskibin@gmail.com 
  

 

 

 MARIETTE GELDENHUYS 
ATTORNEY AND MEDIATOR 

 

Respectful, peaceful 
resolution of legal issues 

 

401 E. STATE ST., SUITE 306, ITHACA 
 

www.geldenhuyslaw.com 
(607) 273-2272 

 
 
 

 

All Work Done On Premises 
 

 

 

 

 

257-1040 
Triphammer Shopping Mall 

 
 
 

 

Located on N. Triphammer Rd. 
In front of the YMCA 

607-257-2233 
www.ciaoiSPACE thaca.com  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jay Williamson, CFP, ChFC, CLU 
Financial Advisor 

 
179 Graham Rd., Ste. D 

Ithaca, NY  14850 
607-257-8665 

607-257-1847 fax 
jay.williamson@nmfn.com 

www.nmfn.com/jaywilliamson 
 

LANSING  
CHIROPRACTIC  

OFFICE 
 

Robert Brown, D.C. 
 

15 Auburn Rd. 
Lansing, NY 14882 

 

Tel: (607) 533-4231 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

We invite you to shop and 

compare our quality and price. 

Downtown on the Commons 

272-1810 

 
 
 

 

The Elizabeth Ann Clune 

Montessori
School of Ithaca 

 
Serving Children Ages 3 – 14 

 
120 KING RD., ITHACA, NY  607-277-7335 

 

2826 North Triphammer Rd. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-3203 
www.michaleens.com 

With appreciation for the weekly gift of  
fresh flowers for the Parish Center. 

Dr. Francis T. 
Piliero 

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

The Village Office Campus 
2333 N. Triphammer Rd., Suite 402 

Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-8076 

Santana 
Construction Co.  
General home repair, small 

remodel, and building projects. 

Alejandro Santana 

454 Floral Ave., Ithaca, NY 
14850 

607-379-4987 
 

Email: santanaconstruction.co 
@gmail.com 

Ithaca Agway 
Farm and Home 

Center 
 

213 S. Fulton St. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

 
607-272-1848 

607-272-1706 (fax) 

RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 

Children and Adults 
 

Hanshaw Road at Pleasant Grove 

607-257-5700 

  

 
 

Continuous family service since 1942 

Ithaca’s only locally owned funeral home 

607-272-1922 

John F. Bangs (1917-1974) - Jeffrey L. Bangs - Kevin P. Bangs 

ESTABLISHED 1950 
 
 
 
 

 

All your complete housing needs, from a 1-3 bedroom apt. or a 3-5 
bedroom luxury home. 
 
    

—Dry Cleaning 
—Shirt Laundry 
—Garment Storage 
—Leather/Suede 
—Daily 7AM-6PM 

—Bulk Cleaning 
—Draperies 
—Wedding Gowns 
—Silks & Knits 
—Sat 9AM-5PM 

Dry Cleaners 
Northeast 

LUCENTE HOMES 
& APARTMENTS 

607-257-0717 
www.lucentehomes.com 

103 Salem Drive 
Ithaca, New York 

You’re from Here... 

We’re from Here… 

 

Locally Owned 

Family Operated 

—Dry Cleaning 
—Shirt Laundry 
—Garment Storage 
—Leather/Suede 
—Daily 7AM-6PM 

—Bulk Cleaning 
—Draperies 
—Wedding Gowns 
—Silks & Knits 
—Sat 9AM-5PM 

Dry Cleaners 
Northeast 

LUCENTE HOMES 
& APARTMENTS 

607-257-0717 
www.lucentehomes.com 

103 Salem Drive 
Ithaca, New York 

Jess William Esposito, CRPC 
Financial Advisor 

Community Corners 
 

414 E. Upland Rd., Suite B 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

Bus. 607-257-0320 

Fax 877-346-1398 

jess.esposito@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com 

mailto:mskibin@gmail.com
http://www.nmfn.com/jaywilliamson
http://www.michaleens.com
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http://www.lucentehomes.com/
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